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Watts Inside:Watts Inside:

We look forward to seeing our members again, 
in-person, at our Annual Meeting on August 19th at 
the Berndes Center in Monticello. We will follow state 
and CDC guidelines in place at the time.

The August issue of Watts Current will include the 
Annual Report, director candidate biographies, and 
election information for voting via mail or in-person 
at the Annual Meeting.

The combination of an in-person meeting, with the 
option to vote by mail for directors, allows for greater 
member participation in the cooperative. All details 
will be addressed in the official Annual Meeting 
packet to be mailed to members in early August.

In-Person Annual Meeting 
Returns In August!

DETAILS ON PG. 4 & 5

JULY 27
WE CAN’T WAIT TO 

SEE YOU IN-PERSON

MEMBER 

AT THE JACKSON CO. FAIR

MVEC will observe summer hours 
thru October 1st, 2021 

Monday-Thursday: 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS

In-person Annual Meeting

Thursday, August 19, 2021 

Monticello Berndes Center  
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Do you or someone you know have a unique business 
served by MVEC that you would like to see spotlighted 
in one of our upcoming Watts Current newsletters? 

A “business spotlight” is an article that focuses entirely on 
a local business. MVEC's goal with these spotlight articles 
is to tell other members about unique, member-owned 
businesses and encourage their support. If you have a 
business in mind, reach out to Elyse, efletcher@mvec.coop, 
or 800-927-6068.

MVEC recently hosted Congresswoman Ashley Hinson 
and her staff at our Anamosa headquarters. Hinson was 
interested in learning how our smart grid deployment led 
to the MVlink broadband initiative and understanding any 
roadblocks we may have encountered. Fiber Plant Manager 
Jeff Geistkemper, CEO Jeremy Richert and CFO Kelly 
Gibbs walked Hinson through the steps MVEC has taken 
to connect almost 5,000 members in five short years with 
future-proof, high speed fiber. Cooperative staff addressed 

issues with the FCC fiber availability maps and their 
impact on federal funding programs, referenced a 
need to audit fund applications to ensure the greatest 
benefits for Iowans and discussed broadband loan 
restrictions. While Hinson is well aware of the need for 
rural broadband connectivity, she appreciated learning 
ways she may be able to help move the needle for the 
best use of federal dollars.

Congresswoman Hinson Visits MVEC

Fiber Plant Manager Jeff Geistkemper, Director of Public Relations 
Patty Manuel, Congresswoman Ashley Hinson, CEO Jeremy Richert 
and CFO Kelly Gibbs
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Grace Zimmerman, Anamosa, Iowa 

Nathan Carroll

A view inside of the woodshop.

More photos on page 5.

A unique hutch with a lot of room for 
storage built for a customer’s cabin. 

Woodworking and Finishing Touches

I headed to the Ryan area and there I met with 
Nathan Carroll, Owner and Craftsman of Carroll 
Brother Designs, a woodworking and cabinetry 
business he founded in 2015. As usual, my first 

question for Nathan 
was, ‘How did you 
get involved?’ He 
shared he and his 
brother, Scott, began 
with woodworking 
as a hobby, which 
eventually led to 
larger projects 

for various clients. Nathan has an eye for design 
and enjoys creating new and innovative pieces. 
This, coupled with Scott’s skills in construction 
engineering, helped get the business off the ground. 

Nathan attended Iowa State University where he 
majored in Dairy Science. After graduation, he 
began working in sales for GEA Farm Technologies 
in the Chicago area. “I traveled nearly 100% of the 
time. It was a great opportunity and I got to see a 
lot of the U.S. and Canada, but my roots are here 
and the travel 
really wore 
on me after a 
while.” When he 
was back home, 
Nathan spent his 
time working 
on projects in 
his shop at his 
parent’s farm. 
“This first big 
project I did was 
an entertainment 
center for my 
parents. After 
finishing that,        
I really discovered how much I enjoy woodworking 
and the satisfaction of completing a project.”

As I inquired about several items around the room 
and shelves covering most of one wall, Nathan 

shared most of the wall was constructed from an old 
corn crib. There was also a dining room table crafted 
from the same corn crib lumber, and the floor was 
made from an old oats bin. There were also smaller 
pieces such as signs and home decor items. His 
ingenuity and creativity was evident.

Nathan started 
out borrowing 
tools from 
his father and 
brother. Over 
time he has 
been able to 
purchase his 
own tools 
and larger 
equipment 
including a table saw, shaper, and planer. The 
woodshop is also fitted with a dust collection system 
to help keep the environment clean and safe. 

As Nathan and I were visiting, he told me he likes to 
be creative and design projects to meet a customer’s 
requests. “Come to me with an idea and we will 
work together to make it fit your needs.” He also 
pointed out an entire grouping of wooden items, 
drawers, etc. “This is the start of a bar I’m working 
on,” said Nathan. As I opened and closed the sliding 
drawer of the bar, it was evident it was well-built.

In addition to his woodworking, Nathan also farms 
with his wife, Brittney, and his in-laws, Dan & 
Shelley Zumbach. “My passion is in agriculture and 
I’m glad Brittney and I are a part of our family farm. 
The woodworking allows me the flexibility I need 
in the spring and fall when things are busy at the 
farm.” 

If you would like to contact Carroll Brother Designs 
or would like more information, Nathan can be 
reached by phone at 563-608-4407, or by sending an 
email to carrollbrotherdesigns@gmail.com. You can 
also find them on Facebook and Instagram.
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Patty Manuel , MVEC Director of Public Relations 

Gravert’s Apple Basket Orchard offers a gift shop including 

locally-produced products

An Apple A Day
An “Apple a Day” may or may not keep the doctor 
away, but it can be good for the soul to take a 
pleasant drive on scenic byways to Gravert’s 
Apple Basket Orchard, 54757 Hwy 52, Sabula.Diane Gravert, her daughter Laura Larabee, and many of their family members, friends and employees, ensure a worthwhile experience in their quaint shop and expansive orchards. Visitors can choose from at least 10 varieties of apples on any given day during  

          the season. A full gift shop 
offers a variety of locally-produced products such 
as honey, maple syrup, pickles, jams, jellies, apple 
butter, cider and of course caramel apples. Make it 
a family affair and let the children pick their own 
apple and pet a few animals including a horse, a 
donkey and a couple of friendly goats. Or, if you 
are a teacher, consider a busload of youngsters for a 
day at the orchard. The Gravert’s Orchard is one of a 
very few that allow visitors to pick their own apples 
for no extra charge, but of course bags of chilled 
apples are already fresh-picked and sorted for those 
not inclined to wander the orchards.

Back in 1987, Diane’s husband Gene planted around 
600 apple trees and was able to share a limited crop 
just one year before suddenly passing away. Their 
daughter, Laura, decided to step up to see if she and 
her mother could keep the orchard going, and you 
must stop by to see their successes! With over 700 
trees today, the Gravert’s raise 40 different varieties 
including heritage apples the older generation 
recognizes (Snow, Wealthy and Gravenstein for 
example), the common Yellow or Red Delicious that 
you can easily find in the grocery store to the brand 
new hybrid Ever Crisp apple that will need another 
year or two before ready to pick.Laura credits their membership in the Iowa Fruit & 

Vegetable Growers Association and help from ISU 
Extension for their orchard education. From planting 
to harvesting, understanding pests and grafting, there 
is a lot of behind-the-scenes work that goes into 
producing and selling apples. For those interested in 
picking their own apples, the Gravert’s developed a 
row by row chart of the orchard, highlighting rows 
that are ready to eat. All of the orchard staff is also 
trained in how to help the customers determine 
which varieties work best for their needs.Gravert’s Apple Basket Orchard is open daily from 9am to 6pm starting August 24th until the end of October, and then weekends into November. Each time you visit you will find different varieties available for sale. The early-season apples are good for baking and making apple sauce, Bonnie’s Best apples in October are great for pies and the last to ripen Braeburns are just plain good eating apples.         

Visit www.gravertorchard.com for more details, 
or give Diane a call at 563-687-2298. If you go 
for a drive, expect to see people from Chicago and 
the Quad Cities as well as your Jackson County 
neighbors who all know where to go for fresh, 
delicious locally-produced treats in a peaceful, 
beautiful country-setting.

Laura Larabee and Diane Gravert 

Inside their beautiful store

Spotlighting 
Member-Owned 

Businesses
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Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative, 
109 North Huber Street, Anamosa,Iowa 
52205, has abandoned property that results 
from patronage dividend checks issued in 
2018 for the cooperative members listed 
here. If this property is not claimed within 
three years from the original check date, it 
will be forfeited to Maquoketa Valley 
Electric Cooperative according to Iowa law. 
For a complete listing of all members with 
abandoned property, visit: 
www.mvec.coop/about-us/member-owner.

Outstanding Patronage 
Dividend Checks

Nicholas Steffens
Clarence Hermsen
Rocking Windmill LTD
Mathew Gaul
Jean Hermann
Mary Ann Robinson
James Wiewel
Lloyd Thola
Sandra Dew
John Kruse
Adelaide West
Lombardis
Travis Heyer
Howard Zirkelbach

EMERGENCY BROADBAND   
B E N E F I T  P R O G R A M

A Federal Communications Commission program that provides a temporary 
discount on monthly broadband bills for qualifying households.

Only one monthly service discount and one device discount is allowed per household. The 
program rules recognize there may be more than one eligible household at the same address.

IF YOUR HOUSEHOLD IS ELIGIBLE, YOU CAN RECEIVE:

EMERGENCY BROADBAND SUPPORT CENTER 
(833) 511-0311 | 9 am-9 pm ET

7 DAYS PER WEEK | EBBHelp@usac.org 

To learn about eligibility and application options, visit GetEmergencyBroadband.org. 

• Monthly Benefit: Up to a $50/month discount on your broadband
service and associated equipment rentals

• Enhanced Tribal Benefit: Up to a $75/month discount if your
household is on qualifying Tribal lands

• One-time Device Discount: Up to $100 for a laptop, tablet, or desktop computer
(with a co-payment of more than $10 but less than $50) where available

LHTBM
Golda Gilmore
David Hostert
Wok Golden
Peggy Rozek
Mike Lubben
Dean Chapman
Dwayne Prull
Steve Knipper
Mike Gilbert
Barbara Ludwig
Duane Miller
Laverne Ploessl
Terry Thompson

Reliance Trailers
Rodger Morton
Thomas Serbousek
Danny Mcdonell
Joseph Smith Estate
Walter Rogan
Robert Rauk
Harold Wittenburg
Mary Connolly
Curt Clark
Donna Tjaden
Dub Sports Enterprises
Robert White
William L Funke
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Watch for our truck and see the EV Rider in the 
KICK-OFF PARADE. Starting at 6PM, it will wind its 

way through the streets of  Maquoketa onto the 
fairgrounds and past the Grandstand!

5-9 pm
JULY 27

MEMBER 

AT THE JACKSON CO. FAIR

1
FIND

We’ll be in 
Pearson Hall - 

you can’t miss us!

2
LEARN

...about your 
cooperative and our 
services, including 

MVlink!

3
WIN

Try your luck at our
prize wheel!

Opening Day 

FREE FREE 
ADMISSIONADMISSION

Enjoy opening night fair activities
• Fair Queen

• The Ninja Experience

• ISU Insect Zoo

• Farmily Feud

• White Tiger Discovery

• Chris Short Puppet Show

• Miller's Petting Zoo

• Mobile Glass Studio

• Hug-A-Hog Contest

• Kid's Celebration
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        July 2021

Pearson HallPearson Hall 

Opening Day 

FREE FREE 
ADMISSIONADMISSION

     VISIT OUR BOOTH
We will be in front of  the stage 
in the Pearson Hall building. 
Visit us anytime before, during 
or after the parade.

• Pick-up 4-H food  
   stand coupon

• Take a spin on our 
   prize wheel

• Learn about MVlink

• Ask us questions

We've Missed You 
stop by and say hi

Here are other local county 
fairs you should check-out

Buchanan County Fair 7/6-7/10

Delaware County Fair 7/12-7/18

Cedar County Fair 7/14-7/18

Jones County Fair 7/21-7/25

Clinton County Fair 7/21-7/25

Dubuque County Fair 7/27-8/1

Clayton County Fair 8/5-8/9

Have fun and take a 
selfie in our booth 

and tag @MVEC on 
Facebook
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The Fiber Download
What Do Internet Speed Tests Provide?
With the push of a button, speed test sites such as speedtest.net
will quickly display your download and upload speeds, and will 
often tell you about your latency or ping as well. It is best to have 
a direct connection with an ethernet cable and a quiet day to 
know the most accurate results. Download and upload speeds 
are measured in megabits per second (Mbps). Latency, commonly 
referred to as ping, is the amount of time it takes for your device 
to receive the data that it requests. A fast ping means a more 
responsive connection, which is especially important in 
applications such as video games.

Download VS Upload Speeds
When you are choosing an Internet package, there are two speeds you need
to consider: the download and upload speeds. 

The download speed is the speed at which data travels from a remote 
location on the Internet to your Internet-connected device.  
The upload speed, on the other hand, is the speed at which data travels from
your connected device to a remote location on the Internet.

So how is Internet speed measured? Let’s start with the concept of 
speed, or bandwidth, as it’s sometimes called. Measured in Megabits per 
second (Mbps) or Gigabits per second (Gbps), your Internet speed is the 
amount of data that can be transferred every second over your Internet 
connection. Your speed determines the type of activities that you can do 
online and how quickly you can do them. A connection speed of 1 Mbps, for 
example, allows you to browse web pages easily, but it’s not fast enough for 
you to stream HD videos. If you tried to stream HD video at 1 Mbps, your 
video would be poor quality and would likely stutter or pause. On the other 
hand, a speed of 1 Gbps—one thousand times faster than 1 Mbps—is 
blazing fast, allowing you to do almost anything, including letting multiple 
family members stream 4K video simultaneously. 

References to speed often refer 
to ‘asymmetrical’ where the 
download and upload speeds 
aren’t equal. MVlink offers 
‘symmetrical’ download and 
upload speeds. When deciding 
what is best for your needs, think 
about your online activities; web 
surfing, video streaming, online 
gaming, and working from home. 
The faster you can download 
data, the better. The upload speed 
is also important if you work from 
home or like sharing photos. 

Standard: 
85 Mbps/85 Mbps.............$59.95/mo
Premium: 
250 Mbps/250 Mbps.........$69.95/mo
Platinum: 
500 Mbps/500 Mbps.........$79.95/mo
Ultra: 
1 GB (1,000 Mbps)/1 GB......$89.95/mo

NO CONTRACTS ● NO DATA CAPS ● NO INSTALLATION FEES

Example of results from 
speed tests?

1-5 Mbps for checking email 
and browsing the web
15-25 Mbps for streaming 
HD video
40-100 Mbps for streaming 
4K video and online gaming 
200+ Mbps for streaming 4K 
video, playing online games, 
and downloading large files
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Watts The 
Answer?

1. The combination of an 
in-person meeting, with the 
option to vote by mail for 
directors, allows for greater 
member __________________ 
in the cooperative.  

2. A “business spotlight” is an 
article that focuses entirely on 
a _______________ business. 

3. MVlink offers 
‘________________________’ 
download and upload speeds. 

Mail your answers in with 
your energy bill, or email them 
to efletcher@mvec.coop

Two winners will each receive  
a $10.00 credit on their energy 
bills.

Please complete the following:
Name

 __________________________

Address

 __________________________

___________________________

May winners:
Mike Perry, Dundee
Peter Hasler, Monticello

SWIMMING POOL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
CROSSWORD
Water and electricity never mix! When you’re 
cooling off in the swimming pool, remember to 
practice electrical safety. Complete the pool 
safety crossword puzzle below.

Hint: Check your answers in the key below.

1 Down: When possible, use ______ operated devices when 
outside near a swimming pool. 

2 Across: Never bring ______ devices near a swimming pool. If 
they come in contact with water, electric shock could occur. 
Devices should be kept at least 10 feet away from water sources. 

3 Down: If you hear ______, immediately exit the swimming pool. 
Storms may be near. 

4 Across: All outdoor electrical outlets should be covered to keep 
them ______. 

Answer Key — 1 Down: battery   2 Across: electrical   3 Down: thunder   4 Across: Dry

1

2 3

4
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Understanding Your Electric Bill
ON-PEAK hours are 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

OFF-PEAK hours are 
Midnight - 4 p.m. and 9 p.m. - Midnight

These times are in e�ect every day.

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month
During summer months, run large appliances that emit heat 
(like clothes dryers and dishwashers) after 9:00 pm when 
it’s cooler. This will minimize indoor heat during the day 
when outdoor temperatures are highest.

Source: www.energy.gov

MVEC will be closed 
Monday, July 5th
in observance of 

July 4th 


